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An overwhelming hands-down favorite book for Oklahoma Teachers is Pete the Cat and His Four 
Groovy Buttons. Pete came up at every single presentation.  
They explained that, as Pete goes through his day, he looses 
one button at a time. 
 
Teachers mentioned that they could make number bonds using 
4 as the whole in their questioning. A conversation may sound 
like, “Out of Pete’s 4 buttons, he still has two. How many 
buttons has he lost?”  
 
Teachers also said they use it to teach concepts such as 
counting down, 4-3-2-1, and take away one.  
 
There are tons of activities online to help engage the students 
in math that is connected to Pete the Cat.   

 
Web Resources 

 
 

Scavenger Hunt Activity 
http://www.homegrownfriends.com/home/pete-the-cat-and-his-four-groovy-
buttons-scavenger-hunt-activity 

 

 
http://buggyandbuddy.com/math-game-kids-pete-cat/ 
This is a homemade subtraction game based on the book, with all the 
instructions from cutting out the felt shirts to creating a number cube. 
 
 
 

Give all students 4 circle sticker “buttons”; have them remove one every time Pete 
looses a button. 
http://mathathome.org/LessonPlans/GroovyButtons/LessonPlanGroovyButtonsWe
b.php 
 
 

Meaningful Math Connections Through Literature 
By Oklahoma Teachers   



 
 
Muffin Tray Button Count and Sort 
 

http://www.crayonfreckles.com/2013/03/pete-
cat-and-his-four-groovy-buttons.html 

 
 
Teachers in various locations brought up the tie to Frog and Toad Are Friends chapter  “A Lost 
Button”. What a great way to continue the theme and the math! Illuminations from National Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics has an activity involving eliminating buttons based on their attributes 
and finding the one that was lost. Below that, there is a blog about using this idea and more 
activities to kick start the entire unit for Geometry.  
 
 

http://illuminations.nctm.org/Lesson.aspx?id=829 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://fun-n-first.blogspot.com/2011/12/attributes-and-sorting-fun.html	  
	  

Do you have a great resource to share with Oklahoma 
Teachers that goes along with this book? Consider 
sharing it with #OKMath group on Facebook or as 
a Twitter Tag.  
	  


